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From the President’s desk

At the outset, | along with my family wish you all a very happy and colourful Rongali
Bihu & a very prosperous New Year. This is the season of festivity in Assam and
staying thousands of miles away we all feel nostalgic as pleasant memories keep
reverberating in our mind.

In pursuit of creating a home away from home, Asom Association has come a long way right from its
inception in 2009, making every effort to promote the rich art & culture of our region. The glorious past of
this wonderful organization has been decorated with numerous achievements of our talented members.

With an ever increasing trend of our membership base over the years, we have been able to organize
various events in a much bigger scale and with our trademark high degree of perfection, each event was
tremendously successful. Spreading our wings further we have become increasingly involved in our
benevolence & charity works. Rightly christened “ASHA”, our social welfare wing has done a commendable
job in helping out our needy brothers & sisters back home and we pledge to do more in coming years.

Like every year, this time too we are celebrating our beloved Rongali Bihu, the mother of all festivals to
mark the advent of the Assamese New Year. This festival brings happiness and joy to every one of us and
we display this in the form of the vibrant Bihu Dance. Striking a chord of bonhomie and brotherhood,
Rongali Bihu is celebrated irrespective of caste, creed, religion and language by everyone in Asom and the
adjoining sister states. Rongali Bihu plays a pivotal role in uniting the diverse culture of the north east which
we are so proud of.

The Assamese community in Kuwait under the aegis of AAK has already kick-started the celebration of
Rongali bihu with ‘Khel Dhemali’ where the members enjoyed our traditional Jalpaan, fun & Games and a
mega Assamese Lunch on I8t April, 2014. Our celebration will be culminating with a Grand Cultural
Evening on 29t of May, 2014 at Indian Embassy Auditorium, Kuwait. Miss Bornali Kalita, a renowned and
popular vocal artist from Assam will be performing in the program where our talented members and
children will also perform various cultural activities. To commemorate this special occasion, we are
publishing our annual magazine “Jetuka” which showcases the literary talents of our community in Kuwait.

| am sure that we will continue to strive for better and bigger role in spreading the rich culture of Asom and
pledge to serve our members and the community as a whole. | along with my family once again wish all of
you a bright fun-filled future and a happy new year.

Jai Aai Asom

Anup Bora
President
Asom Association, Kuwait



General Secretary’s Report

Heartfelt best wishes to all the members of Asom Association Kuwait for a lovely
Rongali Bihu and a prosperous New Year!

It has been an honour and pleasure to have served AAK as the General Secretary for the period 2013-2014 and we have
put in our best efforts to keep up the wonderful legacy left behind by the previous committees. It has been our endeavour
to keep the rich heritage and cultural of Assam alive and thriving here in Kuwait through our activities though we are miles
away from our dear Motherland. | am sure our children could also derive true benefit by experiencing our rich cultural
tradition from our efforts at the AAK. The brief description of our activities during the fruitful year is given below:

Autumn Festival/Xarodiyo Utsav 2013: Coinciding with the advent of the festive season of Autumn, The Autumn
Festival/Xarodiyo Utsav 2013 was celebrated on 8" November 2013 with a colourful cultural program at the ‘Mughal
Mahal’ Restaurant, Fahaheel. It was a memorable evening with excellent performances by the talented children of the AAK
community of all ages. There were songs, dances, recitations, musical instrument performances, etc. A hilarious comedy
skit by the enthusiastic AAK ladies team kept the audience gripped and sent them to raptures of laughter. There were also
rounds of trivia quiz among the audience in between the performances which kept everyone racking their brains to come
up with the right answers and grab the prizes. A raffle draw was conducted by the AASHA team as a fund raising activity to
support the AAK humanitarian and charitable initiative. The opportunity of the event was also taken to introduce the
newly joined AAK members. The day ended with an elaborate and sumptuous dinner which was relished one and all.

Charitable Initiative (AASHA): Continuing with the legacy of “AASHA” (Asom Association Salve for Humanitarian
Aid) which was initiated last year, this year too a consignment of Fit-For-Purpose used items like Clothes, Shoes etc.
collected and contributed generously by the AAK members has been dispatched to the NGO named Abakash Majuli in the
month of March ’14. Furthermore, the AASHA is in communication with an organization to provide some helping hand for
the rehabilitation of physically challenged persons back home in Assam.

Magh Bihu 2014: The harvest festival of Magh Bihu was celebrated on 16 & 17 January 2014 in the indyllic environs of a
beautiful green farm in Abdaly far away from the city limits. In true community spirit, couple of families had an overnight
stay at the farm house. There was 'bhoj' arranged and everyone had a charming time with spontaneous sessions of music
and 'adda’ around a bonfire in the enchanting winter night. The next morning saw the arrival of the rest members in large
numbers and in true Assamese spirit the traditional bonfire 'Meji' was lit and a variety of homemade snacks and jalpan were
laid out by the ladies. The children had rounds of horse rides around the farm and there were fun and games. Finally there
was a delicous lunch with hot food cooked right on the spot at the farm house!

On-the-spot Art and Creative Writing Competition 2014: As part of the mega celebration of Rongali Bihu, the Art
competition for children and a creative writing competition for the adults, introduced for the first time, was organized on
25" February 2014 at the Fintas Park, Mahboula by the Jetuka Souvenir Team. The park had the perfect ambience with the
greenery and trees all around for a creative day out.

Rongali Bihu 2014 ‘Khel Dhemali’: Living up to the true Assamese spirit, we welcomed the traditional New Year with
an outdoor event at the Fintas Park, Mahboula on 18" April 2014. The ladies came up with excellent and delicious array of
Assamese snacks of Laaru-Pithas and Jalpan. There were fun and games for young and old alike. The games of ‘Tekeli
Bhongaa’ and ‘Koni Joonj’ kept everyone enthused reliving the way it is done back home in this festive time. The food team
arranged for a elaborate traditional Assamese lunch prepared lovingly and with warmth at individual homes of our dear
members.

| take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all the members and patrons who have supported our activities
so very enthusiastically all throughout our tenure. The spirit of camaraderie amongst all the members and their children
facilitated me to carry out the work with much ease and satisfaction.
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Abhijit Sharma
General Secretary
Asom Association Kuwait
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Appositely expressed in these poetic words; every Assamese away from home, might be having the same
nostalgic feeling in every spring season ‘@@ (‘Basanta’) that brings along with it the most colorful festival — ‘Rongali
Bihu’. We, the Assamese people residing abroad, miss our motherland dearly; specifically during Bihu. Solemnised by
the ethnic Assamese people since ancient time, Bihu is connected to the agricultural roots and traditionally celebrated
with days-long festivities filled with Bihu dance, Bihu songs and Bihu delicacies. People exchange greetings and seek
blessings from the elders and the Almighty.

Living in Kuwait, about five thousand kilometers away from our homeland, we miss the jubilant festivities of
Rongali Bihu that engulf the entire valley of the ‘Red River (the mighty Brahmaputra) and the Blue hills’ during the
spring season. It is the innate bonding to the rich cultural traditions and youthful spirit of Rongali Bihu that
spontaneously inspires every Assamese, whether living in Assam or any other part of the world, to celebrate Bihu

every year. We too, the Assamese community in Kuwait, observe the ‘arfesiaa Fer @ &3 -Rongali Bihu in the most
befitting way possible, by organizing community Bihu with a variety of homemade ‘Bihu Jalpan’-the Bihu delicacies, Bihu
songs, Bihu dance, traditional games, children’s art competition, cultural function etc..

This souvenir @@ (‘Jetuka’), has been a wonderful collection of kaleidoscopic literary pieces. Unveiling their
hidden talents, the children and the members have presented their thoughts, feelings and experiences in their own
fabulous ways. The literary contributions from the guest writers have greatly enriched the souvenir. Working for our
souvenir ‘Jetuka’ has been a wonderful experience for us. It would not have been possible to publish this yearly
souvenir without the literary contributions received. We offer our sincere thanks to all.

This year’s literary & artistic events have also marked the introduction of Members’ On-the-spot Creative
Writing Competition which was held along with the annual Children’s Art Competition in the lush green Fintas Park.
The spirit of participation, enthusiasm, and talents shown by the participants have really been praiseworthy.

Our innate bonding to our homeland has beckoned us also to address one serious concern related to our
homeland. In the recent times rampant poaching of one-horned rhinos has been a very serious matter of concern. In
an expression of our deep rooted affection for this exotic endangered animal, we have presented the pages of this
souvenir with a background picture themed — ‘Rhino’. We appeal to all, specially the people of Assam, to come
forward and join hands to save this innocent animal.

Away from our homeland, we celebrate Bihu in its true spirit, with a hope to pass on the legacy to our next
generation so that they will remain connected to their roots, culture and traditions though they might be in places
around the world in pursuit of their interests, career and livelihood. It is like handing over the cultural baton from one
generation to the next.
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Editorial Board:

Bharati Sharma  Anupam Rajkhowa  Chinmoy Dutta Alok Das Mriganga Das






Executive Committee of Asom Association Kuwait
meets the Ambassador of India to Kuwait
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From left to right: Debahuti Kakati Das, Anjali Rajkhowa, Chiranjit Barua, Barada Talukdar,
Anup Bora, HE Sunil Jain (Ambassador of India to Kuwait), Gholam Rabbani, Jayanta
Thakur, Arabinda Dutta, Abhijit Sharma

Member's of Executive Committee, Asom Association
Kuwait - 2013-14
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From left to right: Chiranjit Barua, Bhaskar Hazarika, Mriganga Das, Abhijit Sharma
(General Secretary), Barada Talukdar, Arabinda Dutta (Vice President), Dr.Anjol Saikia,
Debahuti Kakati Das,Anup Bora (President), Jayanta Thakur (Treasurer), Anjali Rajkhowa

Member's of Bihu Committee, 2014
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Front row (left to right): Madhuchanda Nath, Mousumi Talukdar, Nilakshi Bora, Pompi
Hazarika, Atrayee Barua, Masum Rajkhowa, Priyanka Konwar, Ranita Dutta, Mouchumi
Sharma, Bharati Sharma, Mitali Goswami Back row (left to right): Mriganga Das, Alok Das,
Chinmoy Dutta, Amitabh Talukdar, Bijan Goswami, Rajib Rajkhowa
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